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UNCLAS ANTWERP 0116 

E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: ETEL, BE, NI 

SUB J : BELL TELEPHONE MFG. CO. CONTRACT IN NIGERIA 
REF: ANTWERP 0092 

OFFICIAL OF BELL TELEPHONE (ITT'S BELGIAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SUBSIDIARY) INFORMED ME MARCH 1 1 BELL HAS CONCLUDED CONTRACT 
IN AMOUNT OF 2.1 BILLION BF WITH NIGERIA FOR SWITCHING EQUIPMENT 
OF PENTACONTA OR CROSSBAR TYPE. 

ALTHOUGH CONTRACT WAS SIGNED LAST WEEK BY BELL NEGOTIATING TEAM 
WHICH HAD BEEN IN NIGERIA FOR SEVERAL WEEKS, PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
IN FORM OF PRESS RELEASE IS REPORTEDLY NOT TO BE MADE PRIOR TO 
AGREEMENT BY NIGERIAN GOVT, WHICH OFFICIAL STATED IS EXPECTED 
NEXT WEEK FOLLOWING RETURN OF BELL NEGOTIATING TEAM TO ANTWERP. 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF SWITCHING EQUIPMENT CONTRACTED FOR BY NIGERIA IS 
REPORTEDLY EQUIVALENT OF 3.4 BILLION BF, WITH CONTRACT FOR 
REMAINING 1.3 BILLION AWARDED TO ITT’S ITALIAN SUBSIDIARY FACE. 

COMING ON TOP OF 4.6 BILLION BF CONTRACT WITH INDONESIA LAST MONTH, 
CONTRACT WITH NIGERIA REPRESENTS ANOTHER TIMELY PLUM FOR BELL, 
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WHICH WAS FORCED INTO HIRING FREEZE EARLY THIS YEAR DUE TO DECLINE 
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